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Russia’s invasion of Ukraine: guide to adapting your geography curriculum
Your teachers can use this guide as a ‘starter for 10’ to help them adapt their geography lesson planning to include space for sensitive discussions about what’s happening in Ukraine.
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How to use this document 
You don’t have to revise your entire curriculum, but we’ve included some examples of how you might address relevant themes in a way that’ll help pupils feel supported and safe when discussing these issues. 

We’ve indicated where some discussion topics, questions and activities may be more suitable for older or younger pupils. You know your pupils best, so pick and choose the ones that you think will land well with your classes. 

We’ve also included resources to support certain activities and help i[image: image9.png]


ncrease your confidence in discussing these issues.
	topic
	Example discussion theme(s)
	Activities and discussion questions
	resources

	
	
	For younger pupils
	For older pupils
	

	Physical geography
	Comparing the UK to Ukraine 
	· Zoom out from sections of the map that are frequently and fleetingly shown on news reports 
· Look at it in numbers: for example, it’s more than double the size of the UK but we have a much higher population

· Reassure pupils that Ukraine is far away from them (around 1,500 miles or 27 hours by car, from the south coast) 
	As well as the activities suggested to the left, consider adding: 

Example discussion question: What is the geographical significance of this invasion, and why is it relevant to us? 

· We are part of Europe too 

· The largest country in Europe is invading the second largest country 
	Use parts of this video to show pupils the landscapes and geography of Ukraine (pre-bombing)

	Human geography 
	The right to access water, food and safety 
	Example discussion question: Imagine your life had been disrupted in this way, what would you not be able to do?

· Encourage pupils to close their eyes and reflect on the lives of children who can’t do the normal things they can do, e.g. go to the dentist, get their hair cut, go to the supermarket, see their friends 
	· Explore what the school could do to help, for example by donating resources to local Polish and Ukrainian community centres 

· Discuss the impact of other countries’ sanctions on Russia, e.g. trade, participation in sports, impact on civilians
	Look at the work of organisations such as: 

· The Red Cross 

· UNICEF 



	
	Settlements
	
	Example discussion question: Why are certain settlements more likely to be targeted than others?* 

· Comparison of urban to rural settlements 

· Discussion about where Ukrainians are fleeing from and to, and where they might feel safest 

*This may not be as appropriate for schools in urban environments, in case it causes worry among pupils 
	Use these:

· Resources on teaching about refugees from the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) 
· Activities to help young people understand migration from the British Red Cross

· Use this teaching resource about why people evacuate their home from the British Red Cross 

	Human and physical geography 
	Borders
	· Explain that every country has borders – sometimes these are fixed, with guards, and sometimes they are free and allow people to travel across them

· Compare Ukraine’s borders to those of the UK 
	· Discuss migration, specifically the differences between certain borders in Europe and what this means for people trying to cross them
	

	
	Cause of the conflict 
	
	· Explain that this was a preventable, human-caused disaster and not a natural, climate-caused disaster 
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Sources 


Anthony Barlow is the principal lecturer in early years and primary geography education at the University of Roehampton. He’s the co-author of Mastering Primary Geography, the author of Rising Stars Geography for Key Stage 1 and a member of the Geographical Association


John Cannell is the primary curriculum lead at the Geographical Association. He has led on a wide range of projects and CPD involving curriculum development and inclusivity, and has extensive teaching experience








	Get the knowledge you need to act at thekeysupport.com/sl
> Logins for all your leaders, at no extra cost

© The Key Support Services Ltd | For terms of use, visit thekeysupport.com/terms
	[image: image7.png]


Page | 1
	© The Key Support Services Ltd | thekeysupport.com/terms

	[image: image6.png]


Page | 3

