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Russia’s invasion of Ukraine: guide to adapting your history curriculum (secondary)
Your teachers can use this guide as a ‘starter for 10’ to help them adapt their history lesson planning to include space for sensitive discussions about what’s happening in Ukraine.
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How to use this document 
You don’t have to revise your entire curriculum, but we’ve included some examples of how you might address relevant themes in a way that’ll help pupils feel supported and safe when discussing these issues. 

Given the complex historical context surrounding the invasion, we recommend that you: 
· Start with our other guides (on geography and PSHE) to introduce accessible topics to all pupils 

· Use this guide to help you go further in your discussions with older pupils 

We’ve also included resources to support certain activities and help increase your confidence in discussing these issues. 

For more resources, see this list put together by the Historical Association and this Twitter thread compiled by Helen Snelson, PGCE history lead at the University of York.
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	topic
	Example discussion themes,
Activities and questions
	resources

	World wars 
	· If you’re already in the middle of, or are planning to teach, this topic and are worried that it might unsettle pupils, use it to give them an opportunity to openly discuss what’s going on (see our article for more details) 

· Consider focusing on positives, such as the Home Front, to explore how people pulled together to overcome difficulty
	Refer to this lesson plan on the Home Front from the National Archives

	Reliability of sources 
	· Compare sources of information such as TikTok and other social media to reputable sources such as news outlets
· Interrogate dates of sources to check that they’re definitely from this conflict 
	See the government’s advice on talking to pupils about Russia’s invasion of Ukraine and how to help them avoid misinformation

	The North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO)
	Give a brief overview of:
· What the alliance is 

· When it was established 

· Which countries are in it 

· The relevance of NATO to Russia’s invasion of Ukraine (e.g. Ukraine’s current relationship with NATO and what this means in terms of NATO’s response to the conflict)

	· See slides 5 and 6 of this lesson plan on the invasion from Hugh Richards (curriculum lead for history at Huntington School) 

· See this free Key Stage 4 lesson on NATO from the DfE on Tes

	Russia’s past 
	Explore how Russia's leaders might view the conflict in terms of the country's history. E.g.
· Russia has been invaded several times in the past 200 years

· Russia's geography (e.g. no mountain range) might affect its leaders' perception of security

· The legacy of the Cold War

· The historical significance of Crimea in the context of this conflict
	Refer to the book Prisoners of Geography by Tim Marshall

	Learning from the past 
	· Remind pupils to be mindful about making predictions for the future based on what’s happened in the past  
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Sources 


Kristian Shanks is the curriculum lead for history at Sherburn High School in Leeds 


Hugh Richards is the curriculum lead for history at Huntington School in York 
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